
GROENE LOPER-A2 MAASTRICHT
2009, Maastricht, The Netherlands

In June 2009, West 8 together with Humblé Architecten received the prestigious recognition in winning the competition for the design of the tunneling

of the A2 highway in Maastricht, the Netherlands, prepared for the consortium “Avenue2”.

Entering Maastricht, you immediately feel the strong need for under tunneling the A2 national motorway as it now splits the city in two. The design

envisions a stacked two layer tunnel into which the A2 highway disappears. On top of the tunnels is a meandering green recreational ribbon (“Groene

Loper”), which runs from the north to the south of the city, with 2.000 linden trees that connect the city with its natural surroundings. It offers a

wonderful opportunity to revitalize the now fragmented Country Estate zone, a number of individual country estates of significant ecological and

recreational value. The green ribbon will be extended over the A2 by means of a cycle bridge in order to reconnect existing country estates with each

other and with the city.

The quiet and safe park lane is created with an emphasis on pedestrians and cyclists. This means more room and better quality of life for inhabitants,

flora and fauna. Such a streetscape profile is possible because of the strategically chosen stacked tunnel format, providing a great deal of freedom for

the design of the public realm. This stacked format, with two tunnel tubes on top of each other, creates a narrow profile that can still handle large

traffic volumes with optimum traffic flow through. Local traffic and through traffic are separated from each other to help reduce lane changes within

the tunnel.

http://www.west8.com
http://www.west8.com/projects/groene_loper_a2_maastricht/


Two unique city entrances are created at the mouths of the tunnel. They will be recognizable as two sloping areas in the landscape. They will

transform the current A2 zone into a connective space for the city.

As a follow up phase after the delivery of tunnel and aboveground public space, the Masterplan De Groene Loepr was presented to the public at the

beginning of 2018. Please also see Masterplan De Groene Loper - the park avenue.

The consortium consists of Ballast Nedam, Strukton, ARCADIS Nederland, West 8 Urban Design & Landscape Architecture, Humblé Architecten,

dGmR en Bex* Communications.

 

client

Consortium Avenue2 (Ballast Nedam, Strukton) and Projectbureau A2 (Rijkswaterstaat, Provincie Limburg, Gemeente Maastricht en Meerssen)

partners

Ballast Nedam, Strukton, Arcadis, Humble Architecten, dGmR, in collaboration with Bex* Communication

awards

1st Prize competition

team

Edzo Bindels, Adriaan Geuze, Freek Boerwinkel, Riette Bosch, Juan Carmona, Marco Garcia, Yichun He, Simone Huijbregts, Joost Koningen, Perry

Maas, Kees Schoot, Jasna Stefanovska, Claudia Wolsfeld
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